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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tine fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
04/14/2008 has been entered. 

Specification 

2. The objection to the title is withdrawn as the title has been amended. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 04/14/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Regarding claims 1, 7, and 8, applicant argues that Nitta requires direct input by 
a user. The examiner points to ^[0031-0032 and notes that there is no user interaction 
in the process of selecting the image processing condition when the photography mode 
is not contained and the system uses the photography parameters to decide the image 
processing condition. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification sliall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

5. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in 
the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession 
of the claimed invention. 

Regarding claim 8, the claim recites a "computer-readable storage medium" 
there is no support for this limitation in the originally filed specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

7. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nitta 
(Japanese publication number 2001-186297). 

Regarding claim 1, Nitta discloses: 

An image processing method that makes image data, which 
includes shooting information obtained at a time of shooting, subjected to 
a series of image processing suitable for a selected shooting scene, said 
image processing method comprising: acquiring image data (1|0029-0032); 
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retrieving scene-dependent image processing condition specification 
information (pliotograpliy mode), wherein the scene-dependent image 
processing condition specification information is related to the acquired 
image data by a digital still camera and is used to specify a scene- 
dependent image processing condition (image processing according to the 
photography mode) which is suitable for the selected shooting scene in an 
image processing apparatus (1|0030); specifying the selected shooting 
scene based on the shooting information (photography parameters), in the 
case of failed retrieval of the scene-dependent image processing condition 
specification information (1|0031-0032); acquiring a scene-dependent 
image processing condition suitable for the specified shooting scene 
without input of an image processing condition by a user (1|0031 -0032); 
and executing image quality adjustment of the image data with the 
acquired scene-dependent image processing condition (1|0029-0032). 
Regarding claim 2, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that Nitta further 
discloses: 

Acquiring the scene-dependent image processing condition, in the 
case of successful retrieval of the scene-dependent image processing 
condition specification information, is implemented by acquiring the scene- 
dependent image processing condition corresponding to the retrieved 
scene-dependent image processing condition specification information 
from a memory device (1|0038). 
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Regarding claim 3, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that Nitta further 
discloses: 

Specifying the selected shooting scene, when the shooting 
information includes preset information of the shooting scene, is 
implemented with the preset information of the shooting scene (1|0031- 
0032). 

Regarding claim 4, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that Nitta further 
discloses: 

Specifying the shooting scene is implemented with information 
based on settings of exposure program (dark on the whole or bright, kinds 
of colors that exist in the image data), aperture (exposure value), shutter 
speed (shutter speed), subject distance range (focal distance), ISO speed 
rate (exposure value), and flash (flash) included in the shooting 
information (1|0031-0032). 
Regarding claim 5, see the rejection of claim 3 and note that Nitta further 
discloses: 

Specifying the selected shooting scene, when the shooting 
information does not include the preset information of the shooting scene, 
is implemented with information based on settings of exposure program 
(dark on the whole or bright, kinds of colors that exist in the image data), 
aperture (exposure value), shutter speed (shutter speed), subject distance 
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range (focal distance), ISO speed rate (exposure value), and flash (flash) 
included in the shooting information (1|0031-0032). 
Regarding claim 6, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that Nitta further 
discloses: 

Scene-dependent image processing condition is a combination of 
values of multiple image quality-relating parameters, which are set in 
advance for each shooting scene (1|0029-0032). 
Regarding claim 7, Nitta discloses: 

An image processing apparatus that makes image data, which 
includes shooting information obtained at a time of shooting, subjected to 
a series of image processing suitable for a selected shooting scene, said 
image processing apparatus comprising: an image data acquisition 
module that acquires image data (TI0029-0032); a memory module that 
stores multiple scene-dependent image processing conditions set for 
multiple shooting scenes (image processing according to the photography 
mode 110030-0032 and 1|0038); a scene-dependent image processing 
condition acquisition module that, in the case of failed retrieval of scene- 
dependent image processing condition specification information 
(photography mode), which is related to the acquired image data and is 
used to specify a scene-dependent image processing condition (image 
processing according to the photography mode) suitable for the selected 
shooting scene, specifies the selected shooting scene based on the 
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shooting information and acquires a scene-dependent image processing 
condition suitable for tine specified sliooting scene from said memory 
module without input of an image processing condition by a user, wherein 
the scene-dependent image processing condition specification information 
is related to the acquired image data by a digital still camera and is used 
to specify a scene-dependent image processing condition which is 
suitable for the selected shooting scene in the image processing 
apparatus (1|0030-0032); and an image quality adjustment module that 
executes image quality adjustment of the image data with the acquired 
scene-dependent image processing condition (1|0030-0032). 
Regarding claim 8, Nitta discloses: 

A computer-readable storage medium having a program store 
thereon, said program causing a computer to utilize multiple scene- 
dependent image processing conditions set for multiple shooting scenes 
and to make image data, which includes shooting information obtained at 
a time of shooting, subjected to a series of image processing suitable for a 
selected shooting scene, said program comprising: a computer command 
that retrieves scene-dependent image processing condition specification 
information (photography mode) from the acquired image data, wherein 
the scene-dependent image processing condition specification information 
is related to the acquired image data by a digital still camera and is used 
to specify a scene-dependent image processing condition (image 
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processing according to tlie photography mode) which is suitable for the 
selected shooting scene in an image processing apparatus (110030); a 
computer command that specifies the selected shooting scene based on 
the shooting information (photography parameters) without input of an 
image processing condition by a user, in the case of failed retrieval of the 
scene-dependent image processing condition specification information 
(110031-0032); a computer command that selects a scene-dependent 
image processing condition suitable for the specified shooting scene 
among the multiple scene-dependent image processing conditions 
(1(0027-0032); and a computer command that executes image quality 
adjustment of the image data with the selected scene-dependent image 
processing condition (1|0030-0032). 



Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NICHOLAS G. GILES whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-2824. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 
7:30am to 4:00pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571 ) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/David L. Ometz/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 2622 



